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2023-2024
THE BALLET THEATRE OF MARYLAND

Maryland’s only professional ballet company and fully comprehensive 
professional training academy. 

Dance: More powerful than words. 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2023-2024
President: Edward “Ted” Atsinger 
Vice President: Carl Seitz
Treasurer: Rob Sutton 
Secretary: Nate Halverson
Trustees: Gail Cooper Deutsch, Peter Katz, Patrick Lee, Michelle Rosela 
Honorary Members: Jack Erdmann, Dr. John L. Michie, Al Del Negro

BALLET THEATRE OF MARYLAND STAFF
Artistic Director: Nicole Kelsch 
Artistic Director Emeritus: Dianna Cuatto 
Founding Artistic Director: Edward Stewart, 1943-2002 
Company Manager: Olivia Fohsz 
Finance Manager: Alexander Collen
Digital Content and Marketing Coordinator: Lauren Martinez 
Community Engagement Coordinator: Brenna Mazzara 
Copywriter: Cindy Case 
Ballet Master: Alexander Collen 
Ballet Mistresses: Emily Carey, Lindsey Bell 
Conservatory Principal: Emily Carey 
Photographers: Nick Eckert, Hayley-Ann Vasco, ReFocus, Joanne Marie 
Photography, Clara Molina, XMB Photography 
Videographers: Lauren Martinez and Ted Atsinger 
Technical Coordinator: Aaron Bauer
Technical Assistant: Elizabeth Esposito
Lighting Designer: Stacie Johnson-Leske
Wardrobe Coordinators: Karissa Kralik and Clara Molina
Wardrobe Department: Amanda Cobb, Sarah Hoffman, Karissa Kralik, 
Clara Molina
Costume Seamstress and Designer: Karen Kralik 
Costume Volunteer: Laurie Molina
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This performance is made possible in part through grants from the 
Maryland State Arts Council and the Arts Council of Anne Arundel County. 

Ballet Theatre of Maryland is the resident company of Maryland Hall for 
the Creative Arts. 

Ballet Theatre of Maryland’s educational school  programs in Maryland are 
presented under the auspices of Arts for Learning Maryland, Inc. To 

receive a catalogue or schedule a program, call 855-245-2787

Mission: As Maryland’s only fully professional ballet company, it is our 
mission to provide Maryland with a resident professional ballet company 

and training academy that serves the aesthetic needs of Maryland through 
expressive movement.

For questions or concerns regarding accessibility, please contact our 
office at 410-224-5644. 

Thank you to our season sponsors!

MARYLAND HALL FOR THE CREATIVE ARTS  
801 Chase St. 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

MERRITT ANNEX
1981 Moreland Parkway 
Building 4, Bay 4 
Annapolis, MD 21401
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Jaw pain 
Clicking noise 
Chronic migraine 
Severe denching
Neck pain 
Ringi1ng in the ears 
THESE ARE NOT NORMAL 

Annapolis TMJ provides specialized care for 

TMJ disorder. We take a neuro-muscular 

approach to restore dental form and function. 

postural balance, and harmony. 

Contact us to learn more about how Dr. lshita 

Rahman and her team can help you find 

relief from occluso-postural abnormalities 

with the use of a wearable orthotic. 

Center for 
Advanced 
Dentistry 

ANNAPOLIS TMJ 

(410) 626-9680

info@annapolistmj.com 
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FROM OUR DONORS 

LEGACY SOCIETY
Share in BTM's history and legacy by becoming a member of 
our Legacy Society.  Members of our Legacy Society have 
designated a percentage of their charitable planned giving to 
BTM.  This can include remembering BTM in your will or 
bequests, estate plans, gifts of life insurance, gifts of 
retirement, charitable remainder trusts, gifts of appreciated 
stock, or gifts of real estate. 

By becoming a part of the BTM Legacy Society, you 
can share BTM’s vision for the future and ensure that we 
continue to provide Maryland with a professional dance 
company. 

Thank you. 
"Exposure to the arts in our 
society today is critically 
important, not only for the 
present, but for future 
generations. Without the 
contributions the arts in general 
and ballet in particular make to 
our society, our social values will  

suffer and our children will miss the inspiring gifts to their souls that this 
dance form provides. As custodians of our social growth and 
development, we cannot turn our backs on any established art form. The 
arts are, after all, the linchpin of our societal values. We must provide the 
financial underpinning for the ballet so that future generations can 
experience the spiritual and intellectual gifts it offers. This provides us the 
mandate to secure the ballet's enduring financial future." -Dr. Albert Del 
Negro and Patrisha Creevy, former BTM Board members and current 
Legacy Society Donors

For more information on planned giving or to make a donation, 
please contact the BTM office at btmmgr@balletmaryland.org. 



8

The Thea B. Pinskey Memorial 
Scholarship Fund is named in memory 
of Ballet Theatre of Maryland longtime 
supporter, Thea B. Pinskey.  
Thea, along with her husband Howard, 
were pillars of the community, both in 
business and the arts.
After moving to Annapolis in 1983, 
Thea became an integral part of the 
Annapolis Cultural Arts community.   
She was a lifelong supporter of Ballet 
Theatre of Maryland, as well as many 
other cultural organizations. She    

served on the Board of the Annapolis Symphony Orchestra as 
Education Committee Chair, as Historian for Caritas Society of 
St. John’s College, and was a valuable and contributing 
member of The Annapolis Chapter of Hadassah, the Mitchell 
Gallery, Brandeis, and the 21st Century Club. Thea was an 
active member of K’neseth Israel synagogue for many years, 
several book clubs and mahjong groups. 

Thea was a constant supporter of the performing and visual 
arts in Annapolis, Baltimore, and Washington, D.C. A lover of 
all art forms, Thea could be found on any given evening 
attending operas, ballets, theatre performances, or exhibits. 
Both Thea and Howard died in early 2021, only 5 days apart 
from each other.  Their deaths were immeasurable losses for all 
who knew them, as well as all who will never get the chance to 
know them. This scholarship fund is designed to keep Thea’s 
memory alive and help future dancers follow their dreams.

To make a donation to the fund, scan 
this QR code or visit 
https://www.balletmaryland.org/
thea-pinskey-memorial-scholarship

THEA B. PINSKEY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
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Choreography: Restaged by Nicole Kelsch after Marius Petipa 
Music: Peter Illyich Tchaikovsky
Costume Design: Amanda Cobb, Alyssa Johnson-Taylor, Karen Kralik, 
Karissa Kralik, Clara Molina, Laurie Molina
Costumes for the Court: Courtesy of Colonial Players
Lighting Design: Stacie Johnson-Leske
Sets and Props: Aaron Bauer

Prologue: On the day of Princess Aurora's christening, all the good fairies 
in the kingdom gather to celebrate. Each fairy bestows a gift upon 
Aurora: making her graceful, beautiful, and generous, as well as giving her 
a melodious voice and good temperament. Unfortunately, the King and 
Queen’s Master of Ceremonies had forgotten to invite the wicked fairy 
Carabosse. She crashes the party and lays a curse on Aurora to prick her 
finger with a spindle on her 16th birthday and die.

Everyone at court is distraught, but the Lilac Fairy has not yet given 
Aurora her gift. She is able to soften Carabosse's curse; instead of 
pricking her finger and dying, Aurora will fall asleep. She will wake in 100 
years through the power of true love's kiss.

Act I: Sixteen years later, the court gathers once more for Aurora's 
birthday. At the party, Aurora receives four suitors who wish to win her 
hand in marriage. Carabosse enters in disguise and offers the Princess a 
bouquet of flowers. Aurora accepts it, pricking her finger on the spindle 
hidden inside. The Lilac Fairy scares Carabosse away and enchants the 
rest of the castle to fall asleep with their princess.

Act II: 100 years after Aurora falls asleep, Prince Florimund is out hunting 
near the overgrown castle. The Lilac Fairy appears and sends him a vision 
of Princess Aurora. In Aurora's dreams, Aurora and Florimund fall in love. 
The Lilac Fairy leads Florimund through the castle to Aurora's bedside. 
He kisses her, waking Aurora and the rest of the court from their 
hundred-year slumber.

Act III: It is Aurora and Florimund's wedding day. Their guests, including 
the Jewel Fairies, Puss in Boots and the White Cat, Princess Florine and 
the Bluebird, and Little Red Riding Hood with the Wolf, come together to 
celebrate their happiness.
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COMPANY 
Principals 

Soloists

Lindsey Bell   Alexander Collen Karissa Kralik       Lauren Martinez

Aaron Bauer Cindy Case
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Anne Gutcher

Ryan Massey Victoria Siracusa Diego Sosa

Nicole Kelsch 
Artistic Director

To view Nicole Kelsch's biography, visit www.balletmaryland.org/leadership 



Demi-Soloists

Caroline Anderson Amanda Cobb Hannah Hanson     

Cassandra Hope Brenna Mazzara       Clara Molina 
 (Sponsored  by 

Anthony Roberts)    

Madison Sweeney Rowan Treece  
(Sponsored  by 
William Seale)

  Catherine Welch

Isaac Martinez Michael West, Jr.
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Sarah Jung



Corps de Ballet

Destiny Billot Karen Fleming 

Jenna Fritts Mimi Hardin Sarah Hoffman

Madeline Jones Mia Koshansky Emma Lane

Rachael Spicer Julia Walden  Victoria Walpole

To view the dancers' biographies, visit https://
16 www.balletmaryland.org/dancers or scan the QR code.

 (Sponsored  by 
Mary McKeaney)

Olivia Fohsz
(Sponsored by 

Patrick Lee, Jr. and 
Theresa Connelly)



APPRENTICES 

Seated from left to right, front row: Alyssa Hyman (Apprentice), 
Arielin Anderson 

Seated middle row: Rachel Viskosky, Jillian Battle, Kyley Paules  
Back row: Quincy Soergel Harris, Ellie Goods, Addison Palmer, 

Kaitlyn Bazala
Not pictured: Lauren Geary and Anna Adhikari

From left to right: Erin Jenkins, Christina Williams, Eliza Sell
Not pictured: Alyssa Hyman
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TRAINEES





Dance Supplies, Etc. 

proudly supports 

Ballet Theatre 

of Maryland! 

The largest dance supply store 

in Maryland, DC, or Virginia, 

nearby in Severna Park! 

A dancer's paradise, with more 

than 25,000 dance items in stock. 

BRING THIS AD IN FOR A • DISCOUNT!!! 

556D Gov. Ritchie Highway• Severna Park, MD 21146 

www.dancesuppliesetc.com 

Phone -410-647-8727 

Open Mon-Fri 10-7, Sat 10-5, and Sun 12-4 
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THE BALLET THEATRE OF MARYLAND 
SALUTES OUR MEDICAL ARTS TEAM 

A select group of highly trained and specialized professionals who 
offer their quality services to care for the BTM dancers. 

Official Gym of BTM: Evolutions 
Official Chiropractor of BTM: Ryan D. Shakley, D.C.

Official Podiatrists: Drs. Wayne Knoll and Dianne Lebedeff 
Official Physical Therapists: FX Physical Therapy and Johns 

Hopkins Rehabilitation Clinic for Performing Arts

Acupuncture & Eastern Medicine 
Daohe Fang, L.A.C., C.M.D. 
Chiropractor 
Ryan D. Shakley, D.C. 
Rheumatology 
Jack R. Lichtenstein, M.D. 
Pilates/Physical Therapy/
Personal Training
FX Physical Therapy
Anmarie B. Touloumis, Certified 
Pilates Technique 
Johns Hopkins Rehabilitation Clinic 
for Performing Arts 
Leigh A. Roberts, DPT, OCS 
Monique DeLuca, PT, DPT
Enroute Personal Training
Orthopedics & Sports Medicine 
Anne Arundel Orthopedic 
Surgeons, 
Garrett J. Lynch, M.D. 
The Orthopedic & Sports Medicine 
Center 
Edward S. Holt, MD 
Benjamin M. Petre, MD 

Podiatry 
Diane S. Lebedeff, D.P.M. 
Wayne Knoll D.P.M. 

Magnetic Resonance Imaging 
(MRI) 
Chesapeake Medical Imaging  
Mark D. Baganz, M.D. 

Psychology & Hypnotherapy 
Jennifer Morris, LCSW-C

Annapolis Counseling Center 

Heather Clark, M.A.

Lyssa Wopat, MS

Nutrition
Melissa Lineburg
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